PAGE  
SW11A confidential

[image: image1.jpg]8 innovationrca

Royal College of Art

Postgraduate Art and Design




Selected Works Application Form 2011

Strictly Confidential – InnovationRCA

Deadline: 6 April 2011

Full name:
Dept and year of graduation:
Home Address:
Mobile:



Email:
Current name of product:

I am a joint inventor:   YES / NO

Name of joint inventor(s):

1. Description of your product / service (attach images if necessary):
1.1 What is your product / service? (100 words maximum)

	


1.2 Who would buy it? (100 words maximum)

	


1.3 Why would they choose to buy your product / service instead of competing products / 
services i.e. what unmet need does it fulfil? (100 words maximum)

	


2. Intellectual Property: (max 100 words per section)

2.1 What is novel about your product?
	


2.2 What were the results of your patent / design search?

(See Appendix 1 for guidance on how to do a patent search)
	


3 Obstacles: (max 100 words per section)
3.1 Who or what are the major obstacles to your product succeeding?

	


3.2 How would you overcome these?

	


4. Product Development: (max 100 words per section)
4.1 Does your product / service work now?
	


4.2 What further steps / evidence do you need to prove it works?

	


4.3 What testing / research have you done on your product?
	


4.4 What further development or testing is needed? (Give an indication of the time frame for accomplishing this)

	


5. Disclosure:

5.1 Have you have shown your work outside the College (for example in exhibitions,

 conferences, the press) or on the Internet?  

YES / NO


If yes, give details of when and where:
	


6. Market: (max 100 words per section)
6.1 Describe the current market and any relevant market trends.
	


6.2 Who is the target customer?







(Give details of the different types of customers in the market – who might buy it?)
	


6.3 Who are the main players / competitors in the market for your product / service? 

	


6.4 How will your product reach the customer / end user? (How will they buy your   product?)
	


7. Product / Service Cost Effectiveness: (max 100 words per section)
7.1 What price will the customer pay for your product / service?

	


7.2 What price will your product be manufactured for? 



(Describe any manufacturing research and costings carried out)
	


7.3
Will there be any resellers in the chain from manufacture to customer?  If so, what
price will the reseller pay you?
	


8. Key Alliances: (max 100 words per section)
8.1
Is there a need for important alliances with other companies e.g., suppliers,
manufacturers, resellers, agents, and sub-contractors?  Describe the nature of any
alliances.
	


8.2
Which companies (if any) have you already approached?

	



Application to pitch to investors: 

Do you wish to be considered for the Selected Start-Ups event on 26 May?

YES / NO 
Application for James Dyson Innovation Fellowship: 

Do you wish to be considered for the 2011 James Dyson Innovation Fellowship?
(Open to students graduating in July 2011 only)
YES / NO


(If YES, please provide a copy of your CV by 1 May 2011)



Applicant:

By signing this application form you are confirming that you have kept confidential all matters relating to this product and that you are the inventor/designer of this product:
-----------------------------------------
  ---------------------------

Signature of applicant
   Date

Head of Department:

By signing this application form you are confirming your support of this application:
-----------------------------------------
  ---------------------------

Signature of Head of Department
  Date

Head of Department optional comments:

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please return this form marked ‘Strictly Confidential’ to: 

Pauline Watkins, InnovationRCA, Royal College of Art, Kensington Gore, London SW7 2EU

Deadline: Wednesday 6 April 2011

Appendix 1

How to do a patent search:

If you are serious about being an inventor and making money from your designs and inventions, you need to get used to doing patent searches.  A patent search will show you whether it’s worth you pursuing your invention.  If someone else has already done it or done something very similar, you can’t.   

1. Where to start:

Google Patents (http://www.google.com/patents) is easy to browse and shows you the diagrams right at the start.   

Free Patents Online (http://www.freepatentsonline.com) has some flexible tools to help you search when you are not exactly sure you are looking for.    

IMPORTANT: Because both above sites do not include patents/patent applications from outside the USA, you cannot rely on these sites alone.  You need to also search in espacenet. More about this later!
2. How to Start a Search:

Keyword searching is at the heart of a good patent search.  Choosing the best keywords is crucial to getting good search results.  You need to think about your keywords carefully.

Always remember: Other inventors may not have used the words that come first to your mind.  Think of every possible way to describe the invention.  Think of words that any patent on the topic MUST absolutely contain, and then words that the patents PROBABLY contain - but they might not.  It is crucial to develop a good list, and then implement the searches with appropriate logic. 

For example, if you are searching for an invention related to bicycle tyres. The word "bicycle" is bound to be in any relevant patent.  Is the word "tyre" in any relevant patent?  Is the word “tyre” spelt the American way “tire” in any relevant patent?  Maybe the words "wheel" or “rim" should be included?  Can you use wildcards? In US patent databases the doll0ar ($) symbol is a wild card that allows you to search for more variations, for example: “fold$” would find folding, foldable, folds, folded etc  In Europe an asterisk (*) symbol works the same way.
If the search results in hundreds of patents, then you have to start narrowing down the search, for example, search for “bicycle AND tyre”. 
Once you have found a few relevant patents, using Google Patent search or Free Patents Online, you can see:

-What other keywords inventors have used (plus you can search again using the inventor’s names)

-Which inventors are active (so you can search again using the inventor’s names)

-Which companies are active  (so you can search again on company names)
3. How to complete a search: 
http://gb.espacenet.com is the best place to search.  Patents and patent applications from the whole world (including USA) are included.  Its easy to use ‘Quick Search’ (in the left-hand menu) allows you to search for specific terms in the title or the abstract of patents, or for name of the inventor or organisation which owns the patent.  If you get too many results, you can use ‘Advanced Search’ to narrow the search. 
4. Questions:

Q. Can I skip the Google and Patents on Line Search?   

A. Yes, of course!  You can start straight away with “espacenet” but remember, if your search result is “0 results found in the Worldwide database “, then you have not searched properly and you need to try more keywords. 
Q. If my search uncovers an old patent (covering an invention like mine) that has expired, can I get a patent for my invention?    

A. No.  You can only get a patent for a completely new invention.
Q. If my search uncovers a patent application that has been abandoned (covering an invention like mine), can I get a patent for my invention?    

A. No.  You can only get a patent for a completely new invention.
Q. If my search uncovers a Japanese patent (covering an invention like mine), can I get a patent for my invention in the UK?    

A. No.  Patent Law is international and you can only get a patent for a completely new invention regardless of where you are in the world.
Example: Someone tried to patent an “entry system” for pets in 1983.  The inventor didn’t do a very thorough search and the examiner pointed out that this had been described in the Beano and so could not be patented.   This example illustrates that an invention must be new and novel and not disclosed to be patentable.

	
	


If your project involves something which you believe is commercial and patentable, you are eligible to apply to the College’s Selected Works/Selected Start-Ups programme.  If your application is successful, the College will assist you with patenting and commercialising your work.

For more information see: -

 http://www.innovation.rca.ac.uk/226/all/1/Application-guidelines.aspx
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